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Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12 April 2010 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 27-30 and 35-39 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 27-30 and 35-39 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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1 . Claims 28-30 and 36-39 have been amended. Claims 31-32 have been 
canceled. Claims 27-30 and 35-39 have been examined. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
04/12/2010 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 

4. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. Claims 27-30 and 35-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nonaka et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2003/0046238; 
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hereafter "Nonaka"), and further in view of Kambayashi et al. (U.S. Patent 6,208,801; 
hereafter Kambayashi). 

For claims 38 and 39, Nonaka teaches a content playback control method and 
terminal comprising: 

storing in a memory, information describing a content key, a usage condition 
(note paragraphs [0457]-[0463]); 

decoding encrypted content using the content key, only when the usage 
condition is met (note paragraphs [0515]); 

Nonaka differs from the claimed invention in that they fail to teach: 

special sections subject to a restriction of a special playback of content, and at 
least one playback mode permitted in each of the special sections; 

determining, when an instruction to perform the special playback is received, 
whether the special sections include a point at which the special playback is 
performed according to the information stored in the memory; and 

determining, when the special sections include the point at which the 
instructed special playback is performed, possibility or impossibility of performing 
the instructed special playback for the decoded content based on whether the at 
least one playback mode in the information stored in the memory includes a 
playback mode of the instructed special playback. 
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Kambayashi teaches: 

special sections subject to a restriction of a special playback of content, (note 
column 9, lines 50-65) and at least one playback mode permitted in each of the 
special sections (note column 10, lines 41-46); 

determining, when an instruction to perform the special playback is received, 
whether the special sections include a point at which the special playback is 
performed according to the information stored in the memory (note column 1 1 , lines 
25-36); and 

determining, when the special sections include the point at which the 
instructed special playback is performed, possibility or impossibility of performing 
the instructed special playback for the decoded content based on whether the at 
least one playback mode in the information stored in the memory includes a 
playback mode of the instructed special playback (note column 11, lines 36-51). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the content encryption of Nonaka and the section playback control 
of Kambayashi. One of ordinary skill would have been motivated to combine Nonaka 
and Kambayashi because it would reduce the cost of content systems if commercial 
information where included with content and a user would be prevented from skipping it 
(note column 1 , lines 30-50 of Kambayashi). 
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For claims 27 and 35, the combination of Nonaka and Kambayashi teaches 
claims 38 and 39, wherein the special playback comprises at least one of forward, 
rewind, skip and jump (note column 1 1 , lines 25-36 of Kambayashi). 

For claims 28 and 36, the combination of Nonaka and Kambayashi teaches 
claims 38 and 39, wherein the restriction of the special playback is described by a 
possibility or impossibility code (note column 1 1 , lines 36-51 of Kambayashi). 

For claims 29 and 37, the combination of Nonaka and Kambayashi teaches 
claims 38 and 39, wherein each of the special sections is described on a per-segment 
basis (note column 10, lines 41-46 of Kambayashi). 

For claim 30, the combination of Nonaka and Kambayashi teaches claim 38, 
wherein the information stored in the memory includes license information that 
manages the content key and the usage condition as a pair (note paragraph [0236] of 
Nonaka). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Blackketter et al. (U.S. Patent 7,197,758) teaches a broadcast source may 
designate segments of a program as "must watch" which prevents the viewer from 
skipping for fast-forwarding (note column 8, lines 10-35). 

Schaefer et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2003/0123851) teaches a 
broadcast facility can mark segments of video as immune to the fast forward function 
(note Abstract). 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAVID J. PEARSON whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-071 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30am - 
5:00pm; off every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Emmanuel Moise can be reached on (571) 272-3865. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/David J Pearson/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2437 



